Depression, anxiety, and posttraumatic stress disorder are linked to altered limbic morphology, dysregulated neuroendocrine function, and heightened amygdala responses to salient social cues. Oxytocin appears to be a potent modulator of amygdala reactivity and neuroendocrine responses to psychosocial stress. Given these stress regulatory effects, there is increasing interest in understanding the role of oxytocin in vulnerability to stress-related clinical disorders. The present study examines the impact of a common functional variant within the oxytocin receptor (OXTR) gene (rs2254298) on structure and function of the amygdala in a high-risk sample of urban, low-income, minority youth with a high incidence of early life stress (ELS). Compared to G/G homozygotes, youth carrying the OXTR A-allele showed increased amygdala volume, reduced behavioral performance, and heightened amygdala response during two functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) tasks that involved viewing sociallyrelevant face stimuli. Higher amygdala response was related to ELS in A-allele carriers but not G/G homozygotes. These findings underscore a series of relations among a common oxytocin system gene variant, ELS exposure, and structure and function of the amygdala in early life. Heightened amygdala response to salient social cues in OXTR A-allele carriers may elevate risk for emotional psychopathology by increasing amygdala involvement in disambiguating environmental cues, particularly for individuals with ELS.
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Introduction
In addition to its well-known role in promoting pro-social behavior, the neuropeptide oxytocin is increasingly recognized for its ability to attenuate anxiety and stress reactivity. Oxytocin administration reduces self-reported anxiety (Bartz and Hollander, 2006) and levels of cortisol (Heinrichs et al., 2003) , the hormonal end product of the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis. Thus, there is a growing interest in understanding the role of oxytocin in stress-related clinical disorders, such as anxiety, depression, and posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
Variation in the oxytocin system may be an important factor in predicting risk for the development of psychiatric disorders, particularly in the context of early adversity. For example, children and adolescents exposed to early life stress (ELS), one of the most significant predictors of psychiatric illness (Green et al., 2010) , exhibit lower levels of peripheral oxytocin following physical contact with their mothers (Wismer Fries et al., 2005) . Further, a common variant in the oxytocin receptor gene (OXTR; rs2254298) has been found to interact with ELS to predict symptoms of anxiety and depression in young participants (Thompson et al., 2011) . Given that sensitivity of the oxytocin system appears to be set in early life (Meinlschmidt and Heim, 2007) , there is a critical need to better understand the role of oxytocin in mediating psychiatric risk during childhood and adolescence, when stress- 
